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FLOOD PLAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
INTRODUCTION

Mobile is located at the mouth of Mobile River at the head of
Mobile Bay. The Mobile River drains 64 per cent of the land area of
the State of Alabama as well as portions of Georgia, Mississippi and
Tennessee. The City's harbor has access to the Gulf of Mexico and
world wide deep water ports. Completion of the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway will provide navigational access to the nations interior
and accelerate economic development in Mobile and the upstream region.

Mobile presently has an area of 142 square miles, approximately
850 miles of paved streets, many large shopping centers and numerous
large undeveloped areas.

The eastern part of the City lies in the Mobile River flood plain,
and its flat topography causes two separate types of drainage problems.
In the lower flat section, water ponds, is hard to drain and is subject
to the effects of tidal action. In the western section where the
topography is hilly, storm water travels at a high velocity and causes
considerable erosion problems.

To compound that problem the City of Mobile experiences more
rainfall than any other City its size in the United States. Information
obtained from the U. S. Weather Bureau indicates that Mobile receives
more than 64 inches of rainfall each year. This figure may be mis-
leading, however, because the U. S. Weather Bureau rain gauge is located
at the Mobile Municipal Airport which is located outside the Mobile City
limits. | o

In 1980 the City of Mobile installed eight recording rain gauges

in various locations within the City to assist ih developing better

rainfall information for the City.



These rain gauges are now being monitored by the City Engineering
Department and as time goes by it is hoped that a rainfall pattern can be
established for the City that will enable the Engineering Department to

better plan for future drainage improvements.
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CITY OF MOBILE
MASTER DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

The following Flood Plain Management Program establishes
criteria to control in the best interest of the City of Mobile
and its' citizens all development in the City of Mobile with
respect to the effect the development will have on the drainage system
of the City and the 100 year flood plain in particular.

This program will stress control for the long term protection
of the flood plain and the impact development will have on the environ-
ment.

The short term objectives shall consist of setting priorities
for improvements to benefit large groups of citizens, access to emergency
facilities and both structural and non-structural approaches to solving
the City's drainage problems.

No dates for short term improvements shall be designated since this
timetable will vary éccording to the financial capability of the City
to carry out this program. The governing body of the City of Mobile
will use this priority list as a guide for selecting projects to be

constructed when funds become available.

This program has made no attempt to address the many individual
problems that exist within the City since it is the existing policy
of the City to correct these problems as quickly as possible by the use
of Public Works forces or small contracts when funds allow these

improvements.


















































































































































































































